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Lindbergh Flew Straight 


I enjoyed Mrs. Simonson’s re- 
marks in the June Forum anent the 
old Albertsen windmill at Mineola. 
But this landmark was not circled 
by Lindterrvh when he took off from 
Roosevelt Field on May 19, 1927 
for Paris. Those of us who watched 
the Spirit of St. Louis, overladen 
with gasoline, struggle for altitude 
doubted for a few seconds that he 
would be able to clear the wires 
outside the field. I imagine that he, 
too, had his doubts, for he flew a 
beeline into the east by northeast 
and did not deviate from that 
course. At Hicksville, several miles 
away, he was barely clearing the 
housetops and was. still flying 
straight. 

I don’t know how the Forum con- 
tinues, as it has for some fourteen 
vears, to dit un such 
letters and articles. 

Orville Hendricks, Flushing 


interesting 


Miss Strong’s Story 


The interesting account contri- 
buted for the June issue by Miss 
Kate W. Strong of Lajos or Louis 
Kossuth’s welcome to New York in 
1851 recalls that a number of his 
Hungarian followers migrated to 
America and among them 
settled on Long Island where I be- 
lieve descendants reside. 

Kossuth lived to the ripe old age 
of 92, dying in 1894 in Turin, and 
was buried in Budapest. He also 
led a Hungarian legicn which 
fought under Garibaldi in Italy at 
the same time as our own Civi 
War. Garibaldi al: 0 came to Amer- 
ica and received a great welcome 
here. 


some 


Beach 


Long 


F. K. Caruthers, 


Seeking the Truth 

I have more confidence than ever 
in the Long Island Forum. Your 
contributing editor, Dr. Wood, has 
chalked up another victory, it 
seems to me, in the matter of re- 
vealing the truth about John How- 
ard Payne being bern in New York, 
his having visited East Hampton, 


Continued on Page 130 





Funeral Director 


Arthur W. Overton 
Day and Night Service 
172 Main St. 


Tel. 1085 Islip 














Loans on Bond and 
Mortgage 
Deposits Accepted by Mail 
First National Bank of Islip 
Member Fed. Deposit Insurance Corp. 




















PHONOGRAPHS 
SUFFOLK AND NASSAU 
AMUSEMENT CO. 


Tel. 2393 Patchogue 








FURNITURE 
Frigidaire 
Home Appliances 


Englander & Simmons 
Sleep Products 


BROWN'’S 
Storage Warehouse 


Your Furniture and Appliance Store 
186 Maple St Phone 31 ISLIP, L. I. 
Established 1919 














Highest Grade 


MEATS 
South Side Meat Market 


Stephen Queirolo, Prop. 


At the Triangle Amityville 
Tel. Amityville 212 




















LRIGH’S TAXICABS 
MOTOR VANS - STORING 
WAREHOUSE 
Auto Busses For Hire 
Phone Amityville 225 


Near Amityville Depot 


























JULY 1951 


LONG ISLAND FORUM 


oHulbert Slag Not the &first 


WRITER in the Long 
Isiand Forum of eleven 
years ago (Juiy 1940, p. 151) 
said: “inousauds of (World) 
Kair visitors (at Flushing 
Meadows) have seen the (so- 
cailed) Hulbert flag (found at 
Bridgehampton aud) loaned 
to the Long Isiand exhibit by 
the Suffoik County Historical 
Society of Riverhead, and 
have gone away startied by 
the following inscription 
which appears beneath its 
steel case — “The John Hul- 
bert Flag — original Stars 
and Stripes 1775”. 

the flag, obviously very an- 
cient, was taken to the Fair 
grounds from Riverhead by 
Col. Walter F. Barnes and 
George E. Luce, president and 
first vice president, respec- 
tively, of the Historical Soci- 
ety in an automobile escorted 
through the greater portion of 
the Isiand’s length by State 
trooper Harold Baldwin. It 
was similarly returned. 

It had been acquired several 
years earlier by William Don- 
aldson Halsey of Bridgehamp- 
toi. snd thanks to the solici- 
tude of his niece Miss Ger- 
trude T. Leverich it is pre- 
served from further disinte- 
gration and still hangs in the 
museum at Riverhead. 

Had Long Island any part 
in the conception of the de- 
sign or in the creation of the 
first American flag, that would 
indeed be a matter not only of 
Js!and but also of State pride. 
Unfortunately, however, there 
is no known historical basis 
for such a supposition, The 
origin of the Star Spangied 
Banner is still involved in ob- 
scurity and will undoubtedly 
always be in doubt. 

The so-called Hulbert flag 
was first brought to public at- 
tention approximately a quar- 
ter of acentury ago (Brooklyn 
Eagle, July 6, 1927), not how- 
ever by Mr. Halsey who then 
owned it and later donated it 
to the Historical Society. The 
publicity very prominently 


Dr. Glarence Ashton Wood 


displayed in that newspaper 
was obviously promoted by a 
native of Philadelphia therein 
identified as an “historian of 
the Revolutionary epoch”, 
then residing at Kew Gardens 
and now domiciled at East 
Hampton. 

It was stated in the article 
that in the opinion of the said 
historian “the discovery of 
the Hulbert flag solved the 
problem of a pattern for the 
Stars and Stripes”. 

Three years later (1930) 
the same historian also avow- 
edly solved another problem, 
the identity of one of General 


there was no documentary 
proof (Payne Memorial p. 5). 
Similarly in the matter of the 
Hulbert flag neither he nor 
anybody else has produced a 
scintilla of evidence which in 
any degree tends to prove its 
priority. 

The existence of the so- 
called Hulbert flag was known 
evidently for years before it 
was publicized in 1927. The 
mystery is that if it had any 
historical significance such 
fact was not sooner disclosed 
during the past century and 
three quarters by those who 
had possessed it, and that its 
priority had not long since 
been established. 


The Hulbert Flag 


Washington's spies, and ten 
years later he claimed to have 
also “almost solved” the mys- 
tery concerning the capture 
and execution of Nathan Hale 
(The Two Spies, Nathan Hale 


and Robert Townsend, p. vi 
and Gen. Washington’s Spies, 
vol. II, p. 8). He offered no 
documents however to prove 
what in his oninion “obviously 
is a fact” (The Two Spies, p. 
vi). He it was who also said 
that “it should be sufficient” 
for him to state that he was 
“sincerely convinced” that the 
author of Home, Sweet Home 
ves born in East Hampton 
(Folder dated July 10, 1939). 
For that unhistorical state- 
ment he had previously stated 


letter to the 
present writer Ernest 5S. 
Clowes of Bridgehampton 
says he wrote in 1927, a few 
weeks after the flag was first 
extensively publicized, to Dr. 
A. C. Flick, the then State 
Historian,‘ about the flag as 
follows: “The owner of the 
flag, William D. Halsey of this 
place ... bought the flag with 
other antique stuff sold when 
the home of a Mrs. Gardiner, 
a near neighbor of his was 
broken up by age, death and 
financial necessity”. Mrs. 
Gardirer was the wife of Dr. 
John Lion Gardiner. 
Continuing Mr. Clowes 
wrote: “The flag hung for 
many years without attract- 


In a recent 
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ing any attention from a beam 
along a stairway leading to an 
observation tower in the Gar- 
diner home. I probably saw it 
many years ago (that is prior 
to 1927), but neither Dr. 
Gardiner nor his wife ever 
said anything to anybody so 
far as known, regarding it or 
any particular story connected 
with it. After the house was 
abandoned it still hung there 
and eventually was rolled up 
and thrust into a corner. 


“Mr. Halsey, who is quite a 
collector of antiques and who 
was buying up some of the old 
stuff from the house, saw it 
and bought it without think- 
ing anything about it except 
that it was evidently of the 
Revolutionary period. 


“Mr. Halsey told me he 
knew nothing about the flag 
having been found with a par- 
cel of Hulbert papers but,des- 
cribed his acquisition of the 
flag as I have related it to you. 
He told me that he considered 
the theory of its having been 
the original Stars and Stripes 
as merely an interesting 
theory. 

“So far as facts show there 
seems to be not the slightest 
evidence that this flag was 
used by Hulbert’s men. The 
Gardiners were related to 
many of the old families here 
and the flag may have been 
used by units in which some 
one of them saw action. 

“Against the recent theory 
of its origin is the fact that 
although it must have been in 
possession of Dr. Gardiner for 
many years and was promin- 
ently displayed by him, there 
is no record of his having men- 
tioned it to anybody or having 
made any written record or 
| oe 

In his book Sketches of 
Local History and again in the 
program of the 250th anniver- 
sary of Suffolk County (p. 45) 
Mr. Halsey expressed a “be- 
lief that the flag in question 
antedated the Betsy Ross flag 
by about seven months.” 


Nelson C. Osborne of East 
Hampton states: “The late 
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William D. Halsey told me 
that he discovered the original 
Stars and Stripes some years 
ago.” 

Col. Barnes, late president 
of the Suffolk County Histori- 
cal Society, in the yearbook of 
the society for 1936-40 (p. 15) 
said: “Our claim is that Capt. 
John Hulbert originated and 
made the first Stars and 
Stripes and carried them in 
service in the Revolution.” 
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Capt. Hulbert cannot now 
reveal the story of the old flag 
which possibiy may have been 
in some way related to his 
Island years before he mi- 
grated to Seneca County in up- 
state New York. Dr. and Mrs. 
Gardiner, antiquarian Halsey 
and President Barnes have al- 
so all passed from the stage 
or human affairs. 

The theory advanced in 1927 
by the historian of the Revo- 
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lutionary epoch as to the al- 
leged priority of the flag now 
at Riverhead, during the fol- 
lowing five years became met- 
amorphosed by repetition, but 
without evidence, by him into 
a declaration of fact. 

A paper written by the 
same historian, by then lo- 
cated at East Hampton was 
read for him before the annual 
meeting of the New York 
State Historical Association 
held during the summer of 
1932 at Southampton, near 
neighbor of East Hampton 
and Bridgehampton. It was 
therein stated that the so- 
called Hulbert flag was the 
first American standard “ever 
made” with stars in a blue 
field (N. Y. History Qtrly., No. 
1, Oct. 1933). 

If this is true what becomes 
of the popular tradition that 
Betsy Ross about a month be- 
fore the signing of the Declar- 
ation of Independence in 1776 
stitched the first Stars and 
Stripes flag at the behest of 
General Washington? 

The historian concedes that 
the Philadelphia seamstress 
“deserves some credit though 
not so much as... supposed”. 
In the earlier newspaper ar- 
ticle of 1927 he is quoted as 
having said that she ‘made 
the first flag”, but that she 
used as a model the “tattered 
Hulbert Stars and Stripes”. If 
Betsy Ross “made’’ the first 
symbol of liberty and justice, 
how then could the so-called 
Hulbert flag have been at the 
same time the first such flag 
“ever made”? 

It was stated by the Fast 
Hampton historian in the May 
Forum that some years ago 
he was shown at Sae Harbor, 
the old nort of the Hamptons, 
by one William Gardiner now 
also deceased and not to be 
confused with Dr. John L. 
Gardiner of Bridgehamnton, 
“what was left of an old flag”’ 
and also certain ‘documents 
and letters”, all represented 
by William Gardiner to have 
been found by him between 
the double walls of an old 
house at Sag Harbor which he 
“had commenced to tear 


down’’. In the October, 1933 
History Quarterly the histor- 
ian seems to identify the build- 
ing as Hulbert’s one-time 
home. (p. 257). 

The “package” of docu- 
ments and letters, the his- 
torian says, he acquired for a 
price but that he did not buy 
the flag he on that occasion 
saw. Subsequently, he says, he 
learned that William D. Hal- 
sey had purchased that flag. 

The historian also says that 
unless William Gardiner was 
misleading him “he showed 
me the flag in Sag Harbor be- 
fore Halsey saw it in Bridge- 
hampton”, and that he is “of 
the opinion that the only time 
it was in Bridgehampton be- 
fore William D. Halsey pur- 
chased it was when William 
Gardiner took it with him to 
the Dr. Gardiner house in or- 
der that it might be near Mr. 
Halsev when he was able to 
see it.” 
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The historian himself raises 
the question of the possibility 
that there might have been 
two flags! Did then the flag 
now in Riverhead come from 
an old house in Sag Harbor or 
from Dr. Gardiner’s house, 
perhaps from Capt. Hulbert’s 
house in Bridgehampton? 

It was published in the 
Brooklyn Eagle article of 1927 
that 1775” was inscribed on 
the papers found, as he says 
by the East Hampton histor- 
ian. Even so, that or any other 
year date might have been 
endorsed on the package at 
any moment during nearly two 
centuries. 

But how are such papers, 
said now to be in the posses- 
sion of the historian, pertinent 
to the flag question? They 
pertain only to the military 
record of Capt. Hulbert and 
his companv of soldiers. There 
is no reference in them to the 
flag, nor for that matter any- 


Village House, Orient 


Starting Sunday, July 1, historic 
Village House, Museum of the Oy- 
sterponds Historical 
Village Lane, Orient, will be open 
every Tuesday, Thursday, Satur- 
day and Sunday, from 2 to 5 p.m., 
until October 31. As in previous 
years, this grand old homestead of 
Southold town’s “land’s end” com- 
munity will welcome visitors to see 
its paintings, Americana and other 
collections, without admission 
charge. 

The drive to 
highways, from 
Long Island, is a 


Society, on 


Orient on paved 
every part of 
delightful one, 


entailing not more than a day’s 
jeurney to and fro. The village of 
Orient is in itself one of the most 
interesting historical and geogra- 
phical spots on the island. The 
site of an old Indian village, a mine 
of scattered Indian artifacts, a 
good locale for boating, bathing and 
fishing, it also cffers direct motor- 
car ferry service to and from New 
London, Ct. 

The Society, under the presi- 
dency of George R. Latham, has 
collected and welcomes gifts and 
loans significant of the east end, 
thus seeking constantly to aug- 
ment its already extensive displays. 


125 











LONG ISLAND FORUM 


where else. “There was noth- 
ing of later date than January 
1776”, in them. Significantly 
that statement was omitted 
from a republication of the 
New York History article. 

Capt. Hulbert is known to 
have left a journal covering 
the years 1770 to 1805, which 
period included his military 
experience. To such a record 
he would naturally have com- 
mitted whatever he might 
have known about such a sig- 
nificant event as the design- 
ing, making or even carrying 
a new and distinctive standard, 
more especially if it were made 
by or for his own company. 

This journal and Hulbert’s 
business books and _ letters 
were left behind at Bridge- 
hampton or at Sag Harbor 
when he migrated in 1807 to 
Seneca County where he died 
and was buried. 

The journal was in the pos- 
session of Judge Henry P. 
Hedges, the recognized his- 
torian of the Hamptons during 
more than sixty years, when 
he penned his East Hampton 
historical address of 2849, 
which address became:shis His- 
tory of East Hampton (see 
edition of 1897, p. 33).-Bwi- 
dently the flag was not men- 
tioned in Hulbert’s journal, for 
nowhere in that or in any 
other of the many historical 
writings and addresses of 
Judge Hedges is there to be 
found a reference to such a 
flag. 

None can peruse the histori- 
cal productions of such an 
astute and careful researcher 
both in law and in history as 
Judge Hedges and entertain a 
thought that it would be pos- 
sible for him who said in the 
matter of the birthplace of the 
author of Home, Sweet Home 
“T should delight to advocate 
the claims of East Hampton”, 
adding that Payne “twas prob- 
ably born in New York” to 
overlook any fact that might 
glorify his native island and 
more especially the Hamptons 
where he was born and lived 
for 94 years. 

In an address before the 
Wading River Historical Soci- 
ety, Sept. 9, 1949, Charles T. 


12% 


Chatfield of Queens Village, a 
gentleman also of Hampton 
descent, said: “The authori- 
ties (at Washington) could or 
would not take (the responsi- 
bility of nationally recogniz- 
ing the Hulbert flag priority 
claim) until a document speci- 
cally authenticating its char- 
acter was presented to them. 
*** Unfortunately, nothing of 
material value to that end yet 
has been found.” 

It is a familiar and trite 
aphorism that a chain is no 
stronger than its weakest 
link. Else why did Arnold sub- 
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stitute a phony unit 
historic chain which Wash- 
ington caused to be strung 
across the Hudson to hold back 
the British warships? The 
missing link in the theory of 
the Bridgehampton or Hulbert 
flag is the lack of documentary 
proof. 

The historian of the Revo- 
lutionary epoch tried to secure 
by indirection, quasi-govern- 
mental endorsement of his pri- 
ority claim for the Hulbert 
flag. Through the good offices 
of the Congressman from 
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“Picnic Groves and €&xcursions (“Part ID) 


Along with the merrymak- 
ing were other aspects of ex- 
perience and behavior; ro- 
mance, mishap and disaster. 
The romance first, from a 
faded little clipping, without 
the date or name of paper but 
headlined “‘A Long Island Ro- 
mance” or “Two cases of love 
at first sight that ended in a 
Double Marriage’’. The story 
tells of the meeting of two 
young men who came up with 
an excursion to Columbia 
Grove, with two Cold Spring 
girls, 18 and 19, who were also 
visitors at the grove. Follow- 
ing the meeting the young men 
went to board in Cold Spring 
and waited upon the young 
ladies, spending much time 
in rowing, driving and visit- 
ing. This went on for about a 
week when one evening a car- 
riage was engaged to convey 
the two counles to a minister’s 
house in Huntington. There 
a double ceremony was per- 
formed, ““Miss W. becoming 
Mrs. H. and Miss J. becoming 
Mrs. T.” Let us hope thev lived 
happily ever after. Not so 
happy. for a time, was the 
experience of a young couple 
who came up with an excvr- 
sion to Dennison’s Grove, hir- 
ed a rowboat and unset in the 
middle of the harbor. Both 
were rescued. A young deck- 
hand who dove off the dock 
was not so fortunate. He fail- 
ed to rise to the surface and 
was drowned before his body 
could be brought out. 


Well remembered by some 
of our older residents is the 
disaster at Wawepek Grove 
in the summer of 1891. The 
Steamboat “Crvstal Stream” 
of the Mvers Transvortation 
Co. with the barge “Republic” 
at one side had brought a large 
party to the grove one hot and 
sultry August day. No air was 
stirring and the surface of the 
Sound and harbor was glassy 
calm. Even on the boat and in 
the shady grove, the heat and 
humidity were uncomfortable 


Estelle Valentine Newman 





Editor’s Note 


Last month Mrs. Newman de- 
scribed Cold Spring Harbor from 
after the whaling era to the 1890’s 
when its picnic groves were the 
summer rendezvous of steamer- 
loads of city excursionists. In this 
concluding chapter the author tells 
of a tragedy that marred the hap- 
py era. 





but the city folk, glad to es- 
“ape the city on such a day, 
went about enjoying the facil- 
ities of the grove and beach 
as usual. The sun shone but 
along the Connecticut shore 
across the Sound, the haze 
thickened and darkened as the 
day wore on and by mid-after- 
noon there were low grumbles 
of thunder and flashes of “heat 
lightning’. 

It all happened so quickly. 
One moment the sun was out, 
the picnickers were splashing 
in the water or languidly dan- 
cing in the pavilion or just 
lolling under the trees. The 
next moment the sun was gone 
under dark clouds rolling rap- 
idly up from the northwest. a 
few warning raindrops spat- 
tered down and there was 
the sound of rising wind in 
the woods at the rear. Lunch 
baskets were hastily crammed 
shut, bathers waded in to the 
beach, mothers pulled small 
children from the delights of 
sandcastles, the dance ended 
abruptly and the musicians 


packed their instruments and 
all with one accord hurried 
aboard the steamer and barge. 
The grove provided little shelt- 
er from rain and that now 
came down like water from 
a spillway. Thunder crashed 
around and above the glare of 
frequent lightning was made 
more frightening by the sud- 
den gloom. 

More ominous than this was 
the wind that blew with in- 
creasing force and velocity, 
across the Sound and up the 
harbor, piling high waves be- 
fore it. The barge lay unpro- 
tected on the steamboat’s port 
and exposed to the full fury 
of the gale which, sucking 
under the flapping side awn- 
ings that had been hastily 
lowered, forced the upper 
deck loose from its supports 
and smashed it down upon the 
wretched people huddled _ be- 
low. The terrifying cracking, 
splintering, crashing sound 
was heard by those on shore 
above the tumult of the storm. 

This must have been the 
climax of the storm because 
as the horrified crew and pas- 
sengers on the steamer, and 
the people in the grove began 
to realize the extent of the 
catastrophe, the storm abated, 
the wind dropped and the 
thunder rumbled away leaving 
only the steadily falling rain 
to hamper the rescue work. 
Some of the grove attendants 
raced up the beach and along 


Old Sound Steamer at Sea Cliff 
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the shore road to summon 
more help and soon the village 
men were hastening on foot or 
by horse and wagon to the 
scene. I have heard this part 
of the disaster described to me 
by my father who was one of 
a number of young men to 
volunteer his services to the 
village doctor in his grim 
task of examining the mangled 
victims as they were pulled 
from the wreckage and laid on 
the dock. 

The dead numbered twelve, 
among them the pilot of the 
barge and a voung mother 
clasping her infant child. but 
hundreds were injured. There 
were neither hospitals nor am- 
bulances in these parts then 
but householders along the 
shore road opened their doors 
to as many as they could find 
room for, while the Glenada 
Hotel not only made available 
forty beds but had extra cots 
set up in the Bowling Allev. 
Stages and farm wagons 
transported injured and when 
Dr. Overton had finished all 
he could do at the grove, he 
visited from house to house 
for further examination and 
treatment, working far into 
the night. 

By order of the local cor- 
oner the steamboat and crew 
were detained for the investi- 
gation of the coroner’s jury 
rext morning thus leaving a 
large number of uniniured 
excursionists stranded. Some 
found lodgings in the village. 
others were conveyed by boat 
or stage to Ovster Bay where 
the L. I. R. R. put on a sne- 
cial train to return to the city. 
The Western Union office 
maintained by the Glenada 
Hotel kept open all night and 
the operator, young Miss 
Annie Wright, worked fever- 
ishly sending message after 
message, receiving anxious in- 
quiries from the city and 
transmitting press reports for 
the newspapermen who had 
come out on the evening mail 
train. 

Tragic as this incident was, 
it seemed to have little effect 
upon the popularity of the 
groves and excursions for the 
business continued success- 
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fully for at least ten more sea- 
sons. The ill-fated barge “Re- 
public” was rebuilt and two 
years later was again visiting 
Cold Spring under the new 
name of “Columbia”. Day af- 
ter summer day, season after 
season, the steamboats and 
barges plied up and down the 
Sound—the Cephus, the Siri- 
us, the Perseus, the Grand Re- 
public, the General Sedgewick, 


JULY 1951 
the General Slocum and many 
more. You may remember that 
the General Slocum was out- 
ward bound for a Long Island 
resort when, passing through 
Hell Gate, the fire broke out 
that resulted in such scenes of 
herror and apalling loss of life. 
How peculiarly shocking 
seems the advent of sudden 
death amid scenes of pleasure! 


Continued on page 137 
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Old “Roads and a “Romances 


HE names of some old 
roads have always inter- 
ested and oiten mystified me. 
Take, for instance, Mud Road 
on which there is plenty of 
sand but little mud. Yet there 
is reason for the name. Over 
its winding way the early set- 
tlers of Setauket carted mud 
from the Sound shore to en- 
rich their fields. 

East of Port Jefferson is the 
Canal Road, but no canal 
within some miles. How come? 
Town Historian Osborn Shaw 
helped me with that one. The 
road was first called Canaille, 
a French word given to the 
third bolting of flour in the 
old grist mills. There were five 
boltings, namely: First Flour, 
Second Flour, Canaille, Middl- 
ings and Bran. Canaille made 
delicious brown bread. Mixed 
with cornmeal, it made gocd 
pancakes. We also made a 
cereal from it on which, eaten 
with brown sugar and cream, 
we youngsters throve. 

But the greatest puzzle of 
all was Whiskey Road until 
Mr. Shaw again came to the 
rescue. He explained that, 
laid out and recorded in 1753, 
the west part of the road ran 
from near Jonathan Ed- 
wards’s “as the Conveniancy 
of ye land will Admit” to the 
northwest corner of Stephen 
Swezey’s cleared lot. Here for 
a number of years it ended un- 
til a Randall youth and a 
Swezey maiden chanced to fall 
in love. The way between their 
farms was long and hard. Go- 
ing crosslots was much 
shorter, but the woods be- 
tween was filled with catbrier 
and no young man wanted to 
go a courting with his clothes 
torn and his face scratched. 

So, it seems, young Ran- 
dall begged his father to start 
a movement to have the un- 
finished road completed be- 
tween the two farms. In turn, 
Randall Sr. drew uv a petition 
which the neighbors gladly 
signed in behalf of Cupid. The 


Kate V heeler estrong 


Congregational Church 
Mt. Sinai, Brookhaven Town 


Town Fathers caught the ro- 
mantic spirit, granted the pe- 
tition, and in May 1796 the 
road commissioners laid out 
the thoroughfare from Mr. 
Swezey’s gate “unto Mr. Ste- 
phan Randall’s, and to a pine 
tree eastward to Jerimiah’s 
house”, and so to the Wading 
River road. 

But in those days it was not 
always easy to get men to 
work on such a job. Pay was 
low and the work was hard, 
what with trees to fell and 
stumps to pull and underbrush 
to clear. In this instance, how- 
ever, young Randall again 
showed his ingenuity. It was 
probably his idea that promp- 
ted a very unique scheme to 
get things going. A rod ahead 
of the workmen was placed a 
jug (some say a cask) of 
whiskey. When the road 
was cleared that tar all hands 
had a drink (some say more 
than one). Then the jug or 
cask was moved ahead an- 
other rod. And as the work 
progressed rod by rod _ its 
course became more crooked 
for it followed the path of him 
who advanced the liquid re- 
freshment and he, too, was 
imbibing freely thereof. So 
crooked in fact was this part 
of the road that three years 
later the town took out some 
of the worst kinks. 


Young Randall, however, 
cared little for the kinks as he 
went a calling. Nor did he 
mind that his horse’s shoes 
struck sparks in the strip of 
pebbly beach that somehow 
had been transplanted to one 
part of the road from the 
Sound shore. I do not know 
whether or not his suit was 
successful. History does not 
tell us. But that strange name 
of long ago still clings to 
Whiskey Road to remind us 
that at all times “love will 
find a way.” 








Village House 


Oysterponds Historical Society, Inc. 
Village Lane, Orient 
Open Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday 
and Sunday, 2 to 5 
July lst to October 31st 
Admission Free 
The Society would appreciate 
gifts or loans of old photographs, 
documents, letters and other arti- 
cles of historical interest pertain- 
ing to the east end of Long Island. 
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For the L. I. Bookshelf 


‘The 275th Anniversary Book- 
let of the Old First Presby- 
terian Church. 
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Smithtown Branch, L. I. 
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Leading Real Estate Brokers of 





Sayville 


Lillian H. Robinson, Realtor 
Real Estate, Insurance, 
Furnished Cottages 
Farms - Homes - Acreage 
169 W. Main St. Tel. Sayville 19 
Member of L. I. Real Estate Board 


Munsey Park 


See Wile for 
Worth While Real Estate 
General Brokerage 
Manhasset and vicinity 
DAVID T. WILE JR. & CO. 
3393 Northern Blvd. Manhasset 667 


Mineola 


J. ALFRED VALENTINE 
Real Estate - Insurance 
148 Mineola Boulevard 
Phone Garden City 7-7200 


Hicksville 


SEAMAN & EISEMANN, Ine. 
Real Estate - Insurance 
90 Broadway Tel. Hicksville 600 
Farmingdale 
Factory Sites, Buildings 
See Grey 291 Conklin St., 
Real Estate Broker. 
Tel. Farmingdale 321. 


Sosa, 


Farmingdale. 


Riverhead 
DUGAN REALTY COMPANY 
Fastern Long Island Country 
Places along Ocean, Sound, 
Peconic, Shinnecock Bays. 


Port Washington . 
Howard C. Hegeman Agency, Inc. 
Real Estate and Insurance 
176 Main Street 
Tel. POrt Washington 7-3124 
Freeport 
JOHN J. RANDALL 
Freeport Real Estate 
Management Appraisals 
200 W. Sunrise Hy. Freeport 525 








Custom Builders 
Billson Housing Corp 
900 Merrick Road 
Nassau Shores, L.1., N. Y 
Wm. F. Trautwein 
Sayville 2425-w MAssapequa 6-2920 














Cash and Carry 
Service 15% Off 
UNQUA LAUNDRIES 
Phone Amityville 1348 
Dixon Avenue Copiague 
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but never having lived there. Thus 
the Forum convinces me, and I 
hope other readers, that it will not 
knowingly let its columns carry 
traditions and legends labeled as 
real history. 

Because of Dr. Wood’s success in 
the Payne matter, I now believe 
thoroughly in his contention about 
the John Hulbert Flag. Also I have 
read Mr. Ernest S. Clowes’s writ- 
ings in the Bridgehampton News 
and I have firm confidence in his 
high regard for accuracy. 

In my opinion, tradition or legend 
should never appear in a periodical 
which usually deals in history un- 
less the tradition and legend 
properly labeled as such. 

Grace Apgar, 


, 4 


are 


Levittown 


Oldtime Named Engines 


I am now quite in agreement 
with Mr. George W. Winans that 
one of the early L.I.R.R. locomo- 
tives was named Postboy for I 
found more Postboys than Plow- 
boys when looking it up but relied 
too much on Tredwell because he 
lived nearer the time and I thought 
that he ought to know. Tredwell 
also predicted that forty trains a 
day would be running into Green- 
port instead of four. The present 
winter timetable shows three, and 
two each way to Montauk. I think 
the pessimistic Mr. Hilary Corwin 
is a better prophet than Tredwell. 
Since writing the story of named 
engines I have found three more: 
Lafayette, dating to very early 
days, Atlantic, and Pacific. 

John Tooker, Babylon 


Hog Pond at Orient 


In the early days of Southold 
town history, at what is now Orient 
there was a Hog Pond. There the 
hogs turned out by the “whome 
lotte” owners upon the Oysterponds 
common land gathered near the 
clem flats on the harbor side and 
near the bay side of Peter Neck. 
There they rooted out soft clams 
for feed. 

When the hogs’ palates were well 
salted they needed fresh water to 
quench their thirst. So the town 
created a fresh water pond near 
the salt meadow. This was toward 
the south and upon the upland 
afterward possessed by Abraham 
Whitehead. Hence the local saying 
of “Down to Hog Pond.” 

Whitehead chose this spot as 
his allotment because having pre- 
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Nassau Shores, Massapequa 


GILMAN J. COLLAMORE 
Licensed Realtor 
Merrick and Unqua Roads 
Massapequa 2297 and 940 





Commack 


JOHN W. NOTT 
Established 1925 
Country Homes - | ms - Acreage 
Jericho Tpk. Tel. Commack 2268 


Huntington 


HENRY A. MURPHY 
INSURING AGENCY, Ine. 
Real Estate, Insurance, Mortgage 
Loans, Appraisals 
Steamship Tickets 
Cornelius L. Murphy Tel. Hunt. 176 





Wyandanch 
HAROLD S. ISHAM 
All Lines of Insurance 
Real Estate 
Straight Path, Wyandanch 
Tel. Midland 7755 





Mastic 


BENJAMIN G. HERRLEY 
Realtor - Insuror - Appraisor 
Montauk Highway 
Phone Center Moriches 86 


Glen Head | 
M. 0. HOWELL 
Real Estate - Insurance 
Tel. Glen Cove 491 
Glenwood Rd., near Glen Cove Rd. 








Westhampton Beach 


EDWARD H. ROGERS, Realtor 
Ocean, Bay and Sound Frontage, 
Acreage, Summer Residences for 
sale and rent. 

Phone West Hampton 1827 





Central Islip 





ROBERT E. O’DONOHUE 
Carleton Ave. Tel. 6317. Central Islip 
Real Estate - Insurance 

Established 1911 
Blue Point 
E. H. NOBLE 
Real Estate - Insurance 
Blue Point Ave., opp. Brick Church 
Tel. Blue Point 901 & 1543-J 








Northport 
EDWARD BIALLA 
Edwin N. Rowley Ince. 
Real Estate - Insurance 
Appraisals 
74 Main Street Northport 108 
Member of L. I. Real Estate Board 
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Long Island’s Suburban Homeland 





Uniondale 


- PETER P. ROCCHIO _ 
The Town Agency For 
Real Estate and Insurance 


889 Nassau Road, Uniondale 
Phone HEmpstead 2-6858 


Patchogue — 


Realtors—Insurors 


JOHN J. ROE & SON 
125 E. Main St. Patchogue 2300 


Glen Cove 


HAROLD A. JACKSON CO. 
Insurance and Real Estate 
7 W. Glen Street Telephone 4-1500 


WwW estbury 


HAMILTON R. HILL 
Insurance - Real Estate 
WEstbury 7-0108 249 Post Ave. 
For Westbury and Vicinity 


Floral Park 


EDMUND D. PURCELL 
REALTOR 
Sales - Appraisals - Insurance 
111 Tyson Ave. Floral Park 333 


Lake Ronkonkoma 
CLIFFORD R. YERK 
Lots, Farms, Shore Frontage 
Homes Acreage 
Rosedale Ave. and Richmond Blvd. 
Telep hones Ronkonkoma 8543 and 8859 


* BENJI T WEST 


Real Estate -Insurance 


EAST /ETAUKET 
tong Island, New York | 
1 Ss 





. 101 Setauket 











Unqua Agency, Inc. 
General Insurance 
Real Estate 
GORDON W. FRASER, Mgr. 


199-A Broadway, Amityville Tel. 376 




















Book Wanted 


A copy of Rev. Hart’s Marriages, 
or some similar title, containing list 
of marriages performed by Rev. 
Joshua Hart at Fort Salonga, 
Northport and other communities 
during Revolutionary era. Notify 
Long Island Forum, Amityville. 
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viously come from Southold to this 
then wilderness on hunting excur- 
sions for wild turkeys and other 
game abounding upon the com- 
mon. 

One of these excursions he des- 
cribes in the Southold Town Rec- 
ords. He, Richard Skidmore and 
Benjamin Moore had gone there 
in a boat of Thomas Moore, Sr. to 
hunt turkeys. Skidmore found 
three sows and he shot their pigs, 
killing nine of them. When he 
gathered up the pigs one of them 
was yet alive and squealed so that 
one of the sows came at him. To 
protect himself he took up a stick 
and struck her on the ear. She 
fell dead. 

Whitehead says he saw the dead 
hog and that Skidmore felt sorry 
he had killed her because she was 
so poor. If she had been good meat 
they would have taken her home. 
Evidently she was too poor for 
sausage meat. That no proprietor 
would suspect the hog had been 
slain, Skidmore hauled her to a 
fallen tree, so placing her under 
it that any proprietor would think 
the fallen tree was the cause of her 
death. 

Upton Downs, Roving Reporter. 

+. +. a 


From A Football Fan 


The June Forum just came and 
I am so delighted with Hilary Cor- 
win’s article as I knew all those 
boys and went to all the football 
games. I have never stopped going 
to them. Arthur Tasker’s home 
was two doors beyond our farm. 
His grandfather owned the large 
farm adjoining my father’s. I knew 
the Corwins, all my early days (in 
Greenport). 

Mrs. F Parson, 

New York 


Stanley 


u 


N. J. and L. I 
In the old, old days there must 
have been many boats plying 
trade betweer Long Island and 
southern New Jersey. Wonder if 
some reader of the Forum could 
tell us about this. I have heard that 
eastern Long Island whalers fre- 
quently stopped cff at Cape May 
and that some settled there. 
(Miss) Elizabeth Teed, 
552 Park Avenue, 
East Orange, N. J. 
Hulbert Ancestry 


Dr. Clarence Ashton Wood states 
that John Hulbert, b. March 8, 1642 
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East Quogue 


GEO. H. JONES 
Real Estate and Insurance 
Montauk Highway 
Telephone East Quogue 960 
___ Wantagh — 
W. J. JORGENSEN 
Realtor — Appraisals 
Tel. Wantagh 2210 


Babylon _ 











CHARLES F. PFEIFLE 
Licensed Real Estate Broker 
Lots - Plots - Acreage 
W. Main St., nr. Lake Babylon 644 


Center Moriches % 


AUGUST STOUT, JR. 
Real Estate - Insurance 
Main Street Center Moriches 400 


Great Neck — eae 
‘ot LONG ISLAND 
ldlagerth, REAL ESTATE 
City Line to Montauk Point 
Listings of real estate wanted 
all over Long Island. 

Sales offices 310 North Blvd. 
Lake Success, Great Neck 
Tel. Great Neck 5614 
Mattituck 8434 


__ Garden City 


BULKLEY § HORTON (9. 








REALTORS 
U7 Orric ES) 
‘*Brooklyn and Long Island's Largest 
Real Estate Organization”* 
721 Franklin Ave. Tel. Garden City 7-5400 











Joseph Annino 


Real Estate - Insurance 
201 Higbie Lane - West Islip 


Phones—Bus: Babylon 1960 
Res: Babylon 1668 
West Islip's First Established Ins. Agency 


== 
NAGS au MU A FUEL CO. 
ANTHRACITE 
Bituminous Coal 


Esso Fuel Oil 
Phone HEmpstead 2-2510 
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Hampton Bays 


JOHN H. SUTTER 
Licensed Real Estate Broker 
1 East Main Street 
Telephone 420 


Merrick 


TOM ABBOTT 
Realtor - Insurance 
29 West Sunrise 


Pel. FReeport 8-0899 


Highway 


West Hempstead 
CHARLES H. LANGDON 


fealtor and Insurance 
224 Hempstead Turnpike 
Telephone Hempstead 3361-2- 
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TOOLS 
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Eight Convenient Locations 


on Long Island 








Long Island Forum Index 


Index of Long Island Forum, years 


1938-47 inclusive. About 40 pages 


compiled by Miss Marguerite V 


Doggett, Librarian L. I. 


Queens Borough Public Library, 


Jamaica 2, N. Y. Done by photo 


offset process. $1 postpaid. Order 


¢ 


from Miss Doggett. 








Wines & Liquors 

IMPORTED AND DOMESTIC 

Delves Liquor Store 
LICENSE L-1382 


201 Broadway, Amityville 
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at Weathersfield, Conn., 
Thomas Hulbert, married Lydia 
Ketcham. My records show he mar 
ried at Middletown, Dec. 15, 1670 
Mary Deman (Deming) by whom 
he had a son David born Auge. 1688, 
at Middletown; died 1773. He mai 
ried Sept. 22, 1709 at Middletown, 
Mary (Marcy) Savage. Was Mary 
Deman a second wife? Did John 
Hulbert (born Mar. 8, 1642) leave 
a will? Can we get the 
straight? I agree with Dr. 
that the Hulbert family was 
teresting one. 


Edith 


son of 


record 
Wood 


an in 


Holland, Brookhaven 


Southard Ancestry 

Thomas Southard or 
Gravesend, L. I., supposedly of Eng- 
lish descent married Annica Jan 
sen, daughter of Anthony Jansen 
of Dutch extraction. He owned 
land there as early as 1650. 

He appears to have removed to 
Hempstead, where he resided in 
1670, as where also resided his 
sons, Thomas, Jr. and John. He was 
also probably the ancestor of the 
Southards of New Jersey. Abraham 
Southard, son of Thomas Southard, 
Jr., settled in Bernardstown, N. J. 

Samuel L. Southard, grandson of 
Abraham Southard, was U. S. Sena- 
tor from New Jersey in 1821, and in 
1823 was Secretary of the Navy. 
In 1841 he was president of the 
Senate, and on the death of Presi- 
dent William H. Harrison in April 
of that year, Samuel L. Southard 
was acting-Vice-President 

Dr. Clarence Ashton 
Contributing 


Southart of 


Wood, 
Editor. 


Information Sought 


reader recall a sailboat 
(type unknown) named Virginia 
which won the championship of 
Moriches Bay in August 1891? In- 
formation would be appreciated 


Can any 
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TRAINING HERE PAYS LIFE DIVIDENDS 
j Summer, Fall aod Winter Courses 
Professional methods day or eve. All 
branches of Fashion for beginners or 
advanced students. Regents’ Credits 


DAY, EVENING & SATURDAY COURSES 
Now forming for Design, Illustration, Cloth- 
ing Construction and all branches of Fashion 


INTERIOR DECORATION & DISPLAY 


‘ourses prepare students for the fascinating 
fie Ids of decoration and display in minimum 
time, day or evening. Free Placement 
Bureau. Send for Circ. ¢ Phone CO. 5-207 

REGISTER NOW! Our Graduates in Demand! 
TRAPHAGEN, 1680 Broadway (S24 St.) New York 19 


Massapequa 
MARJORIE R. POST 
Charles E. Krohn Agency 
Insurance - Real Estate 
Tel. Massapequa 6-0925 and 6-0717 

___ Stony Brook ras 
L. C. CLARKE COMPANY 
SERVICE - COURTESY 
EFFICIENCY 


Tel. Stony Brook 37 


Bay Shore 





Auto and Other Insurance 
Real Estate Appraisals 
HENNING AGENCY, Realtor 
84 E. Main St. 3ay Shore 1442 


East Norwich 


Richard Downing & Sons 
GENERAL INSURANCE 
Licensed Real Estate Broker 
Tel. Oyster Bay 592 
North Hempstead Turnpike 
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Hulbert Flag 


Continued from page 126 


Eastern Long Island his paper 
read at Southampton in 1932 
was printed in the Records of 
Congress May 2, 1949, when 
“Flag Day (was) in the off- 
ing” during the following 
month. 

Fort Ticonderoga was cap- 
tured by Col. Ethan Allen in 
May, 1775. Capt. Hulbert and 
his company enrolled in early 
July following at Bridgehamp- 
ton and were ordered Sept. 10 
to join the 3rd regiment in 
the Champlain Valley. Fort 
Chambly surrendered Oct. 18, 
and thereafter Hulbert and 
his men conducted the British 
prisoners to Trenton. They 
arrived there Nov. 23. The 
Hampton men returned to 
Eastern Long Island and were 
discharged Jan. 18, 1776. 

The theory of the East 
Hampton proponent of the 
claim made jor the so-called 
Hulbert flag — and that it is 
but a theory is emphasized by 
his words hereinafter itali- 
cized — is that Capt. Hulbert 
and his men took the flag to 
Philadelphia where the Con- 
tinental Congress was in ses- 
sion and that Capt. Hulbert 
showed the flag now at River- 
head to that historic body. 

“It is more than probable”, 
says the historian, that the 
members of Congress were so 
pleased with the design of the 
flag that some one asked Fran- 
cis Hopkinson to make a 
sketch of it. (N. Y. History, 
Oct. 1933 P. 356.) Hopkin- 
son was the delegate from 
Bordentown, N. J., and was 
later a signer of the Declara- 
tion of Independence. 

“Probably Hopkinson 
showed his sketch of the Hul- 
bert flag” to William Richards, 
a government contractor. “‘Un- 
doubtedl/’ Richards “had a 
flag made and showed it to 
members of Congress”. Prob- 
abl,” Richards “urged action 
for the flag made with the co- 
overation of Hopkinson”. 
“Francis Hovkinson sketched 
it’. (N. Y. History p. 356-7). 
“It mav have been unofficially 
copied”. 


Hopkinson being one who 
took a special interest in naval 
affairs, he was appointed in 
1776 by Congress one of a 
committee of three to “exe- 
cute the business of the navy 
under the direction of the 
Maritime Committee.” Forser- 
vices in creating various de- 
signs he later submitted a bill 
to Congress. The first item on 
his bill was for “the great 
naval flag of the United 
States” (McCandless & Gros- 
vener: Flags of the World, p. 
298-9). There is presumptive 
evidence to sustain the claim 
that Hopkinson was at least a 
partial designer of the Stars 
and Stripes (George E. Hast- 
ings: The Life of Hopkinson, 
1926), but none that he saw 
and sketched the Hulbert flag 
at the request of “some one.” 

In 1775 during the latter 
weeks of which Hulbert and 
his men went to Ticonderoga 
and from there to Trenton and 
back home to Long Island 
there was as yet no cohesive 
unity between the colonies. 
There was still a lingering de- 
votion by the colonies, and by 
most of those who later be- 
came the founding fathers, to 
the mother country. 

That there was yet a belief 
in the possibility of a reconcili- 
ation was evidenced by the dis- 
play on the first day of Janu- 
ary, 1776 at Cambridge of a 
flag with thirteen alternate 
red and white stripes. On the 
blue field of its canton there 
was the vertical cross of St. 
George and also of the diagon- 
al cross of St. Andrews. This 
so-called Cambridge, Contin- 
ental, Union or Grand Union 
flag implied that the political 
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unity of Britain and the col- 
onies was not yet irretrievably 
broken. That flag was flown as 
late as July 9 or 10, 1776 at 
New York after Washington 


Deer Hollow 


On New York State’s 
Oldest Cattle Range 








A guest ranch offering ocean bathing 
and fishing, golf, hiking and riding. Rest- 
ful, healthful accommodations. 


BILL COOPER, Manager 
Montauk Point Tel. 2995 
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had received a copy of the 
Great Declaration and had it 
read to the army. 

The Hulbert flag has thir- 
teen six-pointed stars so ar- 
ranged on a blue field as to 
form outlines of the two 
crosses above named. Is it 
likely that the isolated people 
of eastern Long Island, prac- 
tically all of English descent, 
months before the signing of 
the Declaration were so much 
more advanced and more dar- 
ing and radical in their politi- 
cal thinking than the inhabi- 
tants of eastern Massachu- 
setts and Manhattan, that 
they devised and flaunted be- 
fore the Continental Congress 
a standard which carried at 
least an implication of inde- 
pendence? 

Not until June 14, 1777 was 
the Stars and Stripes adopted 
by Congress in the rollowing 
words: “That the flag of the 
United States be 13 stripes 
alternate red and white, that 
the Union be 13 stars white 
in the blue field representing 
a new constellation.” 

Between the alleged arrival 
of the so-called Hulbert flag 
in Philadelphia in late-1775 
and the adoption by Congress 
of the Stars and Stripes there 
was an interval of more than a 
year and a half. “If a satisfac- 
tory design had been found 
(nineteen) months before 
(Congress acted), why the 
delay in adopting it “(the 
flae resolution of June 14, 
1777)?” This puzzled as it 
does us, the East Hampton 
proponent of the flag theory 
(N. Y. History, p. 357). 

If this Bridgehampton-Hul- 
bert flag had so impressed the 
imagination of Congress and 
of the military leaders, as is 
claimed, it would seem likely 
that during that long period 
when many stirring events oc- 
curred copies of it would have 
been made and the authenti- 
city of its priority have been 
thoroughly established. 

It must not be overlooked 
that the flag adonted by Con- 
gress in June 1777 was not a 
national flag but a naval flag. 
The ships of the young nation 
needed to have an ensign 
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which displayed their national 
character so that they would 
not be treated as piratical 
craft. 

As late as 1779 Washington 
wrote the War Board: “It is 
not yet settled what is the 
standard of the United States” 
(Forum editorial July 1940, p. 
139). The Stars and Stripes 
were not carried by the artil- 
lery until 1834; by the infan- 
try, until 1841 and by the 
cavalry, until 1895. 

The East Hampton advocate 
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of the Hulbert flag has said: 
“In all probability” it “was 
used as a company standard” 
(Brooklyn Eagle, July 6, 1927; 
N. Y. History Quarterly p. 
356). Although many different 
types of flags were carried 
during the Revolution, they 
were usually regimental or 
colonial, not company stand- 
ards (See Schermerhorn: 
Flags of The Revolution, 
1948). 

Hulbert’s company was 
simulated with others of 


as- 
the 
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3rd regiment when it reached 
New York on the way to Ticon- 
deroga in September 1775, as 
shown by a letter from Coi- 
onel McDougall to Capt. Hul- 
bert. That regiment had its 
own colors. (Schermerhorn 
p. 56) It is not probable that 
the companies from Eastern 
Long Island carried separate 
local flags. 

Where and by whom is it 
claimed that the Hulbert flag 
was actually made? Its advo- 
cates differ in their guesses. 
The historian of the Revolu- 
tionary epoch wabbles in his 
surmises in the newspaper ar- 
ticle of 1927 and in his later 
Southampton discourse, say- 
ing that it was “probably” 
made “either on Long Island 
betore (the company) left for 
the war or in the vicinity of 
Fort Ticonderoga.” 

“It is probable” he says, 
that the men improved the 
opportunity while at Ticonder- 
oga ‘“‘to fashion a flag for their 
company which would rival 
the captured trophy” taken at 
Fort Chambly. He believes it 
was carried to Philadelphia 
and back to Bridgehampton 
where the company was dis- 
charged a year and a half be- 
fore the Stars and Stripes 
were adopted as a naval flag. 

Mr. Halsey, the conservator 
and donor of the Hulbert flag 
to the Historical Society at 
Riverhead said in his Sketches 
of Local History that the flag 
“was made and carried from 
(Southampton) township,” in 
which is Bridgehampton. 

“Perhaps the wives and 
sweethearts of Hulbert’s men 
made it before they left for 
Ticonderoga’, conjectured for- 
mer President Barnes of the 
Historical Society at Suffolk’s 
county seat, which now pos- 
sesses the flag. At another 
time he said, as stated above, 
that Capt. Hulbert “origin- 
ated”’ it. 

Where did whoever con- 
ceived and made that flag get 
the idea of the Stars and 
Stripes? Says the East Hamp- 
ton historian: “It was most 
natural that Captain Hulbert’s 
Long Island men, familiar 
with the sea, should adopt the 


stripes, but copy the sky for 
their field, and place thereon 
a star for every State.” (N. Y. 
Quarterly p. 356). 

President Barnes put it in 
this way: “Being a man who 
lived by the water the beauti- 
ful sunsets which are at times 
like so many red and gold 
stripes with the blue of the 
Heavens above may have given 
him the idea’. 

Long previous to 1775 vari- 
ous flags with stripes were 
used in America and else- 
where. Near the beginning of 
that century ships of the East 
India Company for instance 
carried flags with stripes. One 
is described as having thir- 
teen stripes and a St. George 
cross on a white canton. (The 
Present State of the Union, 
4th ed. London 1704). 

The canoply of the heaven 
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bedecked with various con- 
stellations has ever fascinated 
landlubbers as well as sea- 
faring mortals. Recall the 
story of the Nativity and the 
Wise men. Others than Capt. 
Hulbert, his men and their 
feminine lovers and spouses 
are just as likely to have first 
thought of the standard em- 
bodying thirteen stripes and 
the same number of stars on a 
blue field. 

“The only hope that re- 
mains in finding a new con- 
temporary light upon the ori- 


Continued on page 137 
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Pleasure Boat Insurance Specialist 
GEORGE C. BARTH 
134A Broadway, next to Post Office 


Amityville Phone 1688 (Res. 855) 


Automotive Supplies 
E. Clayton Smith, jobber. Re- 
placement parts, tools and equip- 
ment. 218-220 East Main Street, 
Babylon. Tel. 551. 


Imperial Washable Wallpapers 
Moore’s Paints and Varnishes, Duco 
and Nu-Enamel, Artists’ Materials. 
Gus Schmidt, 74 East Main St., 
Patchogue. 


Visitors Welcome 

The General Museum-Library of 
the Suffolk County Historical So- 
ciety, at Riverhead, is open daily 
(except Sundays and Holidays) 
from one to five P. M. 

Visitors always welcome (no 
charge) at this educational insti- 
tution where items connected with 
Long Island’s history, culture and 
natural sciences are on display. 
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Address Miss Helen E. 
Box 243 East Moriches. 


Benjamin, 


Miss Levetich Writes 


I know the old Hulbert flag 
came from the house in Bridge 
hampton in which Capt. John Hul- 
bert once lived. This house was 
the home of Dr. John Lion Gardiner 
while for many years he practiced 
medicine here. 

The flag was found by Dr. Gardi- 
ner in the attic of that house 
where a lot of papers belonging to 
Hulbert had been stored and prob- 
ably forgotten for years. 

When Dr. Gardiner moved to the 
house above where we lived he 
brought the flag there with him. 
I am sure Uncle Will (William D 
Halsey) got the flag from Dr. Gar- 
diner’s house on the hill above us 
Uncle Will found it in Dr. Gardi 
ner’s tower hill house after the 
death of Mrs. Gardiner. 

Clifford J. Foster, an intimate 
friend of Uncle Will, who had the 
settling of the Gardiner estate af- 
ter the death of Mrs. Gardiner, 
was with us when we found the 
flag. 

Mr. Pennypacker was not with 
us when Uncle Will found the flag. 
He never really forgave Uncle Will 
for getting the flag ahead of him. 

Uncle Will of course knew of 
William Gardiner who ran a third 
rate boarding house in Sag Harbor. 
But as far as I knew Uncle Will 
never bought anything of William 
Gardiner. 

Whatever papers Mr. Penny 
packer ever got from William Gar- 
diner I do not know, but he often 
said here that the paper that proved 
the old Hulbert flag was the first 
flag, was lost. 

Capt. Hulbert’s houses (the only 
ones I ever knew of) are still 
standing, one on the east side of 
Main Street, Sag Harbor, the other 
in Bridgehampton on the point 
where the Bridgehampton-Sag Har- 
bor Turnpike and Lumber Lane 
meet. 

(Miss) Gertrude T. Leverich, 

ry Bridgehampton 


Corrections by Dr. Wood 


In “John Hulbert Of Flag Fame”, 
May Forum, p. 88, the name Dr. 
Silas Howell should have been Dr. 
Silas Halsey (Adams: History of 
Southampton, p. 177). 

Dr. Clarence Ashton Wood, 
Contributing Edito1 


My interest in Long Island comes 
from the fact that my mother was 
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The Spell of India in Fashion 


From the pink city of Jaipur 
came the idea for the cotton satin 
dress (top); and a tie-dye India 
print was translated into the bare- 
tcp style with “choli” jacket. Car- 
olyn Schnurer, today one of the 
world’s foremost designers, with 
her flair for creating clothes by 
world-wide adaptation, designed 
these cotton charmers on her re- 
cent return from India. The intro- 
duction in America of this method 


of design, so popular now, is cred- 
ited by the fashion world to Ethel 
Traphagen, director of the Trap- 
hagen School of Fashion, New 
York, where Mrs. Schnurer once 


studied in her own school days. 


Picnic Groves 


Continued from page 128 


Gay and exciting it must 
have been to watch these plea- 
sure boats steam up the harb- 
or, flags and bunting aflutter, 
bands playing, the happy ex- 
cursionists crowding the decks 
and waving from the rail. On 
the dock, grove attendants 
would be shouting a welcome, 
shouting orders, hands ex- 
tended to receive the steamer’s 
ropes and tie her fast. And 
when the delightful pastimes 
on shore were brought to a 
close by warning toots from 
the steamboat signalling de- 
parture time, there was still 
the peaceful sail homewards 
where one could relax in a 
camp chair and enjoy a salty 
breeze. 

Such modern improvements 
as motor cars jerking along 
bumper to bumper homeward 
bound from our excellent 
State Parks were still far in 
the future. For a round trip 
fare of 75 cents, children 
under 12 free, one could enjoy 
a completely idyllic day. 

The summer season is not a 
particularly busy one in our 
harbor today. Except for an 
occasional Standard Oil tank- 
er, a few fishermen’s rowboats 
in the upper reaches, the vari- 
ous “classes” of sailboats from 
exclusive Yacht Clubs have 
its broad expanse quite to 
themselves as they race over 
their courses. The beaches are 
privately owned and frequent 
“No Parking” signs decorate 
the shore roads. We have come 
—or gone—-a long way from 
those pleasurable summers of 
long ago. 
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East Hampton, N. Y. 
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Hulbert Flag 
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gin (of the American flag) 
lies in some unknown attic 
among old records lost to hu- 
man ken”. (McCandless & 
Grosveber: Flags of the World 
approved by President Wilson 
and by army and navy officiais 
in 1934). Note that that date 
was seven years subsequent to 
the publicizing of the Hulbert 
flag in 1927. 

“It will probably never be 
known who. designed the 
beautiful, distinctive and em- 
blematic features of our ban- 
ner’, former Congressman 
Frederick C. Hicks of Queens 
vas quoted as having said, in 
the very same Brooklyn Eagle 
article of July 6, 1927 in which 
the so-called Hulbert flag was 
first conspicuously publicized. 

Theodore D. Gottlieb, a 
native of New York and an 
attorney in Newark, N.J., died 
in 1939. In the course of mak- 
ing an intensive study of the 
history of the Stars and 
Stripes as Patriotic Instructor 
of the Veterans of Foreign 
Wars of New Jersey he visited 
the Riverhead museum and his 
conclusion was— 

“There is not now nor was 
there ever evidence public or 
private to corroborate the pri- 
ority claim for the Hulbert 
flag. That and other claims 
are legendary, verging on the 
mythical.” 
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Historic Long Island, Rufus R. 
Wilson. 

Southold 
B. Hallock. 

Records of Smithtown, Wm. S. 
Pelletreau. 

Huntington 
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vols. 1 and 2. 

Rev. Dr. Epher Whitaker Mem- 
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Southold 
Metta 
Folks, 
Chrice. 

History of 
Ross, 2 vols. 

Munsell’s Biographical Record of 
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N. Y. State Marriage Licenses 
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For prices, etc., address Long 
Island Forum, Amityville. 
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Historical Novels by 
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These items for Long Island stu- 
dents, libraries and collectors are 
now available. For particulars ad- 
dress the Long Island Forum. 


History of the City of New York, 
1880, 920 pages, illustrated. By 
Mary Louise Booth, born at Yap- 
hank, daughter of the village 
miller. Became first editor of 
Harper’s Bazaar. 

Revolutionary Incidents of Queens 
County, by Henry Onderdonk, 
Jr., 264 pages including index. 
Published 1846, 

Pirates and Buccaneers of the 
Atlantic Coast, by E. R. Snow, in 
six parts, illustrated. 350 pages. 
First edition. 1944. 

Historical and Descriptive Sketches 
of Suffolk County, by Richard M. 
Bayles. 1874. 450 pages. Con- 
taining also Dr. Peck’s “Short 
History of Lakeland”. 

Stories of Old Long Island. Bird- 
sall Jackson. 230 pages. Also his 
Pipe Dreams and Twilight Tales, 
234 pages, and How They Lived, 
222 pages. Reduced price for all 
three. 

They Came Here First. 
of the American Indian. D’Arcy 
MeNickle. First Edition. 

Adeline, The Victim of Seduction, 

3 acts. John Howard Payne. 


The Epic 


in 3 
Also Wives as They Were, 5-act 
comedy. By Mrs. Inchbald. Also 
The Woodman’s Hut, in 3 acts. 
Original edition. 1825. 

Refugees of 1776 from Long Island 
to Connecticut. Frederic Greg- 
ory Mather. 1200 pages of Rev- 
olutionary and colonial data~on 
Long Island families. 1913 

Men of Our Times, by Harriet 
Beecher Stowe, author of Uncle 
Tom’s Cabin, and whose father, 
Rev. Lyman Be echer, was 
preacher at East Hampton. Pub- 
lished 1868. 575 pages, 18 steel 
engravings and many other illus- 
trations. 

Journal of the Life and Religious 
Labors of Elias Hicks of Jericho, 
L. I. 1832. 451 pages. This native 
son of Nassau County became one 
of America’s leading Quaker 
preachers. 

Nassau County, The Netherland of 
the New World. Arthur L. 
Hodges. 1940. 82 pages. Cloth 
binding. 

Adventures For God. A History of 
St. George’s Episcopal Church, 
Hempstead. By Dr. John Syl- 
vanus Haight. 1932. 278 pages. 
Illustrated. 

Long Island 
Ruther. 610 
271p. 

Historic Long Island. 
Rockwell Wilson. 
trated. 364 pages. 

Indian Place-Names 
Island and Islands 
Willaim Wallace 
S14p. 


To-Day. Frederick 
illustrations. 1909 


1902. 
Fully 


Rufus 
illus- 


on Long 


Adjacent. 
Tooker. 1911 
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The Social History of Flatbush, and 
Manners and Customs of the 
Dutch Settlers in Kings County. 
Gertrude Lefferts Vanderbilt. 
1899-1882. 351p. 

tecords, Town of Brookhaven, up 
to 1800. Compiled by Town Clerk. 
1880. 219p. 

Collections of the N. Y. Historical 
Society for 1869. 560p. 

John Eliot’s First Indian Teacher 
and Interpreter, Cockenoe-De 
Long Island, and the story of his 
career from the earliest records. 


Wm. Wallace Tooker. 1896. 60p. 
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The Eastern District of Brooklyn. 
Eugene L. Armbruster. 1912 205p. 

Antiquities of Long Island, to which 
is added a bibliography by Henry 
Onderdonk, Jr. Edited by Frank 
Mocre. Gabriel Furman. 1875. 
A78p. 

Stony Brook Secrets. 
Lapham. 1942. 146p. 

Old Southold Town’s Tercentenary. 
Ann Hallock Currie-Bell. 1940. 
161p. 

Bailey’s Long Island History in 

two volumes. 1000 pages, 43 chap- 

ters, 200 illustrations. 1949. 


Edward A. 








Pamphlets by the Forum 


Long Island, Cradle of Aviation, 
by Preston R. Bassett, president 
Nassau County Historical Society. 
The island’s part in world aero- 
nautics, republished from Bailey’s 
Long Island History. 

First Train to Greenport, 1844, 
by Dr. Clarence A. Wood, for 
more than 40 years research attor- 
ney for the Court of Appeals, at 
Albany. 

History of the Storms and Gales 
on Long Island, by Osborn Shaw, 
Official Historian, Town of Brook- 
haven; The Hurricane of 1938, by 
Dorothy Quick, Poetess and Novel- 
ist. Limited, numbered edition. 
Out of print. 

History of Setauket Presbyterian 
Church, by Kate W. Strong, with 
introduction by the Rev. Frank M. 
Kerr, Hempstead. Limited number 
edition of 200. 

The Talented Mount Brothers, 
by Jacqueline Overton, author of 
“Long Island’s Story” and Libra- 
rian of the Children’s Library, 
Westbury, with introduction by 
Harry Peters, art collector, critic, 
author and lecturer. Limited num- 
bered edition of 500. 

David Frothingham, Pioneer 
Fditer, by Nancy Bo; 1 Willey, 
Official Historian, Village of 
Harbor. 


Long Island’s First Italian, 1439, 
by Berne A. Pyrke, former New 
York State Commissioner of Agri 
culture and Markets. 

Streamlinina a County Welfare 
Service, by Edwin W. Wallace, 
Commissioner Public Welfare, 
Nassau County. 

To Florida ard Beck from Leng 
Island (in 29-Foot Fishing Skiff), 
by Captain Charles Suydam, Jr., 
off-shore fisherman extraordinary. 

Ezra L’Hommedieu, I]sland 
Statesman, by Dr. Clarence 
Ashton Wood. A __ biographical 
sketch of Southold Town’s famous 
native son, “Father of the Board of 
Regents”. 


Sag 


History ef Patchoque Congreaqa- 
tional Church, by Frank Overton, 
M.D. 


History of the Long Island State 
Parks, by Chester R. Blakelock, 
Executive Secretary, Long Island 
State Park Commission. Repub- 
lished from Bailey’s Long Island 
History. For particulars address 
author, Babylon, N. Y. 


Birthplace of John 
Payne, by Dr. Clarence 
Wood, Contributing Editor Long 
Island Forum. A comprehensive 
presentation of conclusive proof 
that the author of “Home, Sweet 
Home” was born in New York City. 
Limited edition. 


Ho wa rd 
Ashton 


A Small Boat Trip to 
(Winter of 1947-48), by 
Charles Suydam, Jr. 


True Teles from the early days 
of Long Island, as told by Kate W. 
Strong, based on records, documents 
and other data in her private col- 
lection 12 Pamphlets, each one 
containing a number of Miss 
Strong’s original stories, reprinted 
from the Long Island Forum. For 
particulers address Miss Kate W. 
Strong, The Cedars, Setauket, L. I. 


Long Island Whaling, by Na- 
thaniel R. Howell. 


Florida 
Captain 


Earliest English Schocls on Lona 
Island, by Nathaniel R. Howell. 


The Pottery at Huntington, by 
Romanah Sammis, Official His- 
torian, Town of Huntington. For 
sale by Huntington Historical So- 
ciety. 


Distribution of Wild Orchids on 
Long Island by Roy Latham, well 
known authority. Limited, num- 
bered edition. Sold by author, 
Orient, L. I. 


Five Thousand Years of Relief, 
by Edwin W. Wallace, Commis- 
sioner Public Welfare, Nassau 
County; President, New York As- 
sociation of Public Welfare Of- 
ficials. 

Tales of An Island and Its Peo- 
ple, by Dr. Clarence A. Wood. A 
group of seven sketches on Long 
Island’s famous horses and horse- 
men of yesteryear, and other his- 
torical subjects. 








Modern living standards send hot water needs 
up and up, call for a water heater that keeps 
pace with your ever-increasing demands. 


Today's automatic GAS WATER HEATERS 
are made to meet this need, assuring you all the 
hot water that you want... when you want it 
... and the way you want it, too. 


They provide ABUNDANT SUPPLY. . . for modern clothes- 
washers and dishwashers, that need more hot water than 
the methods they replace . . . for modern people with higher 


standards of personal and household cleanliness, 








They provide TEMPERATURE CONTROL... higher tem- 


peratures for whiter washes and bactezia deszruction in dish- 








washing and garvaze disposal .. . hith-and-low for approved 


stain removal procedures . . . flexible for cleaning tasks... 





just rizht for personal use. 
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They provide PURE, CLEAN, HOT WATER... completely 

free from tank rust and tank dirt thyt stain and spoil your 

washes, discclor and depreciate your plumbiag fixtures. 
MONTHS 
TO PAY 


Our new 30-month terms now make it easier than ever for 
you to enjoy Avtomatic Gas Wstor Hasting. Ask for full 
infor-astion at any of our conve=sicat local offices, or write 
direct to Main Office, Mineola, L. L 
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THE HOTEL 


Henry Perkins 


A Metropolitan Hotel 


in Country Setting 


Riverhead, Long Island 
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For Luncheons and Dinners 


The Patchogue Hotel 


Centrally located on the 
South Shore for Banquets 
and other functions 
Modern Rooms and Suites 
Montauk Highway 


Phones Patchogue 1234 and 00 














HUNT'S 


at FARMINDALE on 
Babylon-Hempstead Turnpike 
Luncheons Dinners 
Cocktails 
High Quality Cuisine 
Saturdays 4 p.m. Sundays 1 p.m 
Closed Mondays 
F Armingdale 2-1842 











born in Patchogue and is decended 
from old Long Island families— 
Richard “Bull” Smith, Joseph Rob- 
inson and James Tuthill being some 
of her forebears as well as William 
Wells. Mrs. Chester G. Allen, 130 
Madison Street, Wellsville, N. Y. 
* Oe x 
Cannot Recall Hulbert House 
Would regret missing any of the 
Forums, especially those articles 
pertaining to eastern Long Island 
and more especially those of my 
old stamping ground, Sag Harbor. 
In re. Dr. Wood’s article in May is- 
sue (on John Hulbert), after nearly 
80 years I cannot recall the build- 
ing at Sag Harbor and Bridgehamp- 
ton turnpikes. 
H. N. Fordham, 
602 East 5th St., 
Santa Ana, California. 


Cross-Sound Ferry 
More and more Long Islanders 
are enjoying the round trips be- 
tween Orient Point and New Lon- 
don. The big modern ferry ships 
have been running back and forth 
twice daily. For latest time sched- 

ule telephone Eastport 230. 

* s 2 


kK 3 
We all read and enjoy the Long 
Island Forum so much. Mrs. 


Livingston Bowden, Scuthampton. 
x * * 


We couldn’t do without the Forum. 
(Mrs.) Evelyn Rowley Meier, Wad- 
ing River. 

I’m glad to enclose my check for 
prothe year’s subscription. Frank 
Flint, New York. 


DANCING 
FRANK FRIEDE’S 
Riverside Inn 


Table d’ Hote and a la Carte 


On Jericho Turnpike 
Route 25 


SMITHTOWN, L. L, N. Y. 














Cooper's Hotel, Inc. 


Sam Ransom, Proprietor 
Luncheons Dinners 
Cocktails 
At the Foot of Clinton Ave. 
Bay Shore 


Phones Bay Shore 4860 and 188 














Excellent Cuisine 


Breakfast- Luncheon- Dinner 


HOTEL PATIO 


Westhampton Beach 
Telephone Westhampton 1300 
Modern Hotel Service 
Cocktail Lounges 


Private Dining Rooms 


OPEN ALL YEAR 

















STERN’S 
Pickle Products 


Farmingdale, N. Y. 
Tels. 248; Night 891 


Complete Line of Condiments for the 
Hotel and Restaurant Trade 
Prompt Deliveries Quality Since 1890 
Factory conveniently located at 
Farmingdale 


“Willie and Herman's” 


La Grange 


Montauk Highway 


East of Babylon 


Luncheons - Dinners 
Large New Banquet Hall 


Tel. Babylon 480 














For the Sea Food 
Connoisseur It’s 


SNAPPER 
INN 
on Connetquot River 
OAKDALE 


Phone Sayville 248 
CLOSED MONDAYS 


























Where You Meet Your 
Friends 


SAM’S 


Luncheons Dinners 
Foot of Maple Avenue 
Phone 479 Bay Shore 


CLOSED TUESDAYS 








Hotel Amityville 


Delicious Food by Herman 
Our Swiss Chef 


George Hirsch at the Hammond 
Organ nightly except Monday 


‘The Melodaires”’ for your 
Dancing Pleasure 


Mickey Hayden at the Piano 
singing your favorites 


Broadway Amityville Tel. 107 

















Strohm’s 


1 Mile East of Babylon 
on the Merrick Road 


Specializing in Home Cooking 
LUNCHEONS DINNERS , 
COCKTAIL LOUNGE 
Phone Babylon 663 


Mrs. Ferd Strohm Closed Mondays 
































